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2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Youth Volunteer Award
Ella Hamilton
Ella Hamilton is a very active Stillwater Area High School senior where she is
a tennis player, a cellist in the concert orchestra, and member of the National
Honor Society. But it is her work with special needs students that makes her
noteworthy. Ella is one of the leaders of Ponies TRUST (True Respect Unifies
Students Together), a student club including students with and without
disabilities, working together to promote understanding and inclusion.
Ella also volunteers with high school adapted sports teams, coaching both the
adaptive floor hockey and basketball teams and helping manage the
basketball team. This year her basketball team brought home the Minnesota
State Championship trophy!
“It proved to be a wonderful opportunity to merge our special needs kids with other kids to play and work
together,” according to Young Life Area Director John Potts who nominated Ella. As part of her responsibilities,
Ella is the Stillwater delegate to the Student Board of Directors for Special Olympics. She collaborates monthly with
about 50 other high school students sharing ideas and developing new ways to work with special needs students.
Encouraged by her parents, Ella began her volunteer career volunteering for Young Life. Throughout the years she
occasionally helped her parents serve a meal for teen moms. She has also helped provide childcare for the children
of teen moms, allowing them to have a meal and meet with their mentors. Ella has also attended Capernaum Young
Life, working in the area of faith development with students with physical and mental health challenges.
Volunteering is not something she thinks of as work. “It’s what I enjoy doing and it’s rewarding because many kids
with special needs have become my friends.” She encourages anyone who thinks they might be interested to “find
something you’re passionate about and pursue it! It’s fun, not work.”
For Ella, her volunteer experiences continue to influence her life through meaningful interactions between students
with and without disabilities. She has seen special needs students become more accepted and included within the
Stillwater Area High School community.
As a volunteer, Ella has seen the community come together and create positive changes through greater
understanding, especially in the area of inclusion where boundaries disappear, and friendships grow. She feels that
society is better because people understand and find ways to eﬀectively communicate and collaborate through
experience and awareness.
Ella is a great example of what a teen with a big heart and a desire to make the world a better place can accomplish.

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Exemplary Employer Award
Andersen Windows & Doors
For over 100 years, Andersen Windows & Doors has made a
commitment to give back to the community. As stated on
their website: “We are proud to give back to our
communities, and to inspire possibility by empowering
people and communities to achieve their full potential.” They
do this through corporate giving, the Andersen Corporate
Foundation, and product donation. Their community impact
focuses on affordable housing, education, and basic needs in
in the communities where their employees live and work.
An important aspect of Andersen Windows & Doors' philosophy of giving back is how they encourage their
employees to volunteer their time and skills to causes most important to them. Over the years, volunteer efforts
have included home building projects, environmental restoration, youth enrichment and education, food shelf
support, food packing events, blood drives, and service on boards of nonprofits. Senior Finance Director Sharon
King acknowledges, “Andersen has always been a strong advocate and supporter of the communities that our
employees live and work in. Community Thread is a perfect example of this vision in action. I have been a volunteer
there for well over ten years and most likely wouldn’t have discovered this opportunity without Andersen Windows
& Doors' sponsorship and support.”
Throughout 2021, the pandemic limited employee volunteer opportunities, but Andersen Windows & Doors
listened to their employees and supported individual and group suggestions that could be tailored to comply with
pandemic restrictions. Their employee volunteers did outdoor projects, group projects, and remote supply drive
and kit assembly volunteer projects. In 2021, a total of 460 Andersen employees volunteered 10,800 hours of their
time supporting local nonprofits.
Besides Community Thread, Andersen Windows & Doors employees volunteer with FamilyMeans, Valley
Outreach, Girl Scouts of the River Valley, The Partnership Plan, and St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity, and
many other nonprofits. Andersen Windows & Doors generously supports employee volunteerism by matching
volunteer hours of service with monetary donations to eligible nonprofit organizations: for every ten hours of
employee volunteer service at an organization, Andersen Windows & Doors donates $50 to that nonprofit, up to
$1000 per year.
Andersen Windows & Doors is a corporate leader that cares about the community and by fostering volunteerism,
gives their employees the opportunity to thrive while making a difference. Andersen Windows & Doors leverages
their employees’ passions, skills and energy by connecting them with meaningful volunteer opportunities. As they
work on projects, volunteers meet new neighbors and learn about their hopes and dreams. Connections are made
and a sense of community is strengthened. Understanding creates empathy and everyone involved benefits,
whether it is the person helping or the person being helped.
We applaud Andersen Windows & Doors' exemplary community support and culture of volunteerism. Their
positive impact continues to improve people’s lives while strengthening our communities throughout Washington
County.

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Volunteer Award
Winnie Williams
Defined by her gracious nature by people who know her, Winnie Williams
dedicates her time to many diﬀerent organizations, volunteering in a variety
of roles. It all started when as a little girl, she accompanied her father, a
pastor, on visits to members of his congregation. Winnie admits “It’s how I
am wired. It fills my soul. Finding ways to serve is important.”
Her two degrees in computer science and her marketing background have
been invaluable in assisting several organizations where she volunteers. At
the Christian Cupboard Emergency Food Shelf (CCEFS), her primary
responsibility is managing the website and social media and assisting with
other technology and database projects.
As one of the founders and a participant in the Spirit Song Choir, she
created the group’s website. She continues to pursue her love of singing in the independent ecumenical choir of 100
singers that focuses on serving the senior community. She also created and maintains a website for Open Door
Community Theater, an organization run by volunteers.
One of Winnie’s key strengths, according to CCEFS Executive Director Jessica Francis, is her “dedication to helping
those most vulnerable. She was often the empathetic, supportive face of CCEFS for clients.” When the pandemic
changed Winnie’s role, she continued behind the scenes answering questions on Facebook and updating the
website.
During the peak of the pandemic, Winnie joined forces with other volunteers to create the Minnesota Vaccine
Hunters, a Facebook group of 60,000 people with a coordinating website. The group worked to help those
struggling with technology to make vaccine appointments. She also worked with Blue Cross Blue Shield of MN and
Washington County Public Health to coordinate eight accessible vaccine clinics at CCEFS service locations,
overseeing everything from communications to logistics. She knew how important it was for vulnerable populations
to be able to access testing and vaccinations and made sure those who need help received it in a timely manner.
Appreciative and humbled to receive the Outstanding Volunteer Award, Winnie is happy to know she could still
make a diﬀerence even during the pandemic. She strongly encourages volunteering and knows how it aﬀects those
who do. According to Winnie, “volunteering is a rewarding experience, especially if the volunteer is open to how it
might change their life, not necessarily what one does to help others.”
Winnie strongly believes volunteering connects and builds community. “It opens people’s eyes to understanding,
minimizing the diﬀerences and eliminating the me/them concept. A cohesive community is one where people find
ways to work to build understanding and create inclusive, positive growth.”
Winnie Williams is a volunteer with many talents and a generous heart. Because of her dedication, many people in
Washington County have benefited and are living safer, healthier lives knowing there is help when they need it.

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Lifetime Volunteer Award
Jerry Wohlers
Jerry Wohlers is a man who, as he puts it, “Simply likes helping people.”
For 30 years he worked as a CPA in the tax department at Honeywell,
retiring in 2001. Upon retirement Jerry began an eight-year stint
volunteering at Valley Outreach. When a friend suggested he would be
a good tax program volunteer for the AARP sponsored VITA program,
Jerry signed up and began volunteering his time helping people prepare
their tax returns, a free program hosted at Community Thread. Jerry
has continued to prepare tax returns for older adults and people with
disabilities for over 17 years.
Before the pandemic, Jerry along with several other volunteers,
prepared between 700-800 tax returns per year. When pandemic restrictions shut down the process in 2020, he took it
upon himself to reach out, assisting individuals by preparing and filing their taxes.
Community Thread Operations Specialist Jennifer Hutchins Farrell noted in her nomination that “Jerry goes above and
beyond in serving the community with passion.” Jerry’s volunteer eﬀorts extend beyond Community Thread. Because
two of his granddaughters experienced serious health issues, Jerry became acutely aware of the need for blood donors.
He is now a regular blood donor at the Red Cross Blood site in Stillwater giving blood every two months. It is a
commitment he holds dear and strongly encourages people to donate if they can. He is also active at Salem Lutheran
Church where he participates in several diﬀerent adult programs.
Jerry is inspired by his faith and motivated by the fulfillment he gets by helping people. The Lifetime Volunteer Award
is one he is happy to receive, but he does so on behalf of all the AARP tax preparation volunteers who dedicate their
time and skills to the program which he feels creates a strong community built on trust and positive relationships.
Jerry shares “Volunteering is a great way to build community while also getting things done and improving the daily
lives of those who get the help. There are many people in need, and there are many ways to serve. It does not have to be
complicated. Community Thread is a great place to learn about volunteer openings in the community. Just do it!”
Many residents of Washington County are grateful for Jerry Wohlers’ dedication to strengthening relationships and
improving lives through his volunteer eﬀorts. His impact is felt throughout the communities of people he serves
assuring them someone cares and is willing to work with them to improve their lives.

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Lifetime Volunteer Award
Ashley Bulmer
Step into the Big Apple Bagels coﬀee shop in Forest Lake and you
will likely be greeted with open arms by owner Ashley Bulmer.
Ashley is known around town as a person with a can-do attitude
who loves to support community events both through her
business and her personal actions. She considers her business as
her ministry. Her job, she says, is “To be there for people especially teens and young adults who are trying to find their
voices/place in the world.” Ashley’s ability to mentor her young
employees is a mission she takes very seriously as she helps them
navigate time management, relationships, and their own mental
wellness.
Ashley is a strong advocate for mental health and serves in a variety of capacities at Canvas Health, Inc.
She received training through the National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI) and she shares her personal
struggles along with positive messages on social media. She is also active on the committee that sponsors Canvas
Health’s Stomp Out Suicide 5k. Initially as a committee member, event volunteer and donor of breakfast items,
Ashley is now the Lead Volunteer managing 100 volunteers. According to Canvas Health’s Senior Development
Oﬃcer Sue Sperber, “Ashley is one of the most enthusiastic volunteers Canvas Health has ever had the privilege
to work with.”
Ashley’s commitment to volunteering started at age 14 when she started volunteering five days a week playing
with children at the Fryberger Community Center in Duluth during the summer. Today she finds ways to
encourage and engage her two young boys in volunteer projects. During COVID, she and her boys delivered free
food from her shop to struggling teens and families in the community. Ashley wanted her boys “To see there’s a
bigger purpose to life: the great joy in giving of yourself to others.”
For Ashley there is no hidden agenda, only one purpose, action, and goal - to help someone in need. In Ashley’s
words, “The community needs a glue to put it back together and solidify it after the last few years. Volunteering
can be that glue.”
Ashley Bulmer’s willingness to dedicate her time, talents and resources to help people in her community, while
setting an example for the young people around her, is aﬃrmation of how a lifetime of volunteering positively
impacts everyone in the community making it a kinder, gentler place for all who live there.

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Group Volunteer Award
Huntley Family
For more than six years, Doug, Pam, and Natalie Huntley
have been instrumental to the success of the 622 Education
Foundation, which serves Independent School District
622. The mission of the foundation is to generate and
distribute resources to create, enrich, and expand
programs that enhance the quality of education in North
St. Paul, Maplewood, Oakdale, and additional
communities. The foundation nominated the Huntleys
because of their outstanding and unrivaled service to the
district.
Pam oﬃcially serves as the Angel Fund Co-chair, where she works with district social workers to equitably distribute
essential items such as glasses, school supplies, winter clothes, and other items purchased by local residents or donated
by businesses. Pam’s persistence in working with local businesses to leverage and maximize donations has made this a
successful program, helping many students in need. She also takes a leadership role in the Foundation’s biggest
fundraiser, “Click for a Cause”. This year the auction raised over $18,000 and the proceeds will be divided between the
Angel Fund and the student scholarship program, a program the family helped reshape and revise to recognize
graduating seniors who have succeeded throughout their young adult years.
Doug recently stepped into the role of Co-President of the 622 Education Foundation Board of Directors, where he is
leading many eﬀorts including the Angel Fund, new donor development, a 3M partnership, and board member
recruitment and development. He also volunteers as a 3M “wizard”, visiting classrooms to promote STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math).
Natalie, the district STEM specialist at Weaver Elementary School, serves as the Education Foundation Board liaison
to schools and teachers. She helps develop and suggest new ways to communicate within the district and increase
participation among staﬀ and students. She also helped produce two videos that better connect the 622 Education
Foundation and its eﬀorts to activities within the schools.
The Huntley Family is pleased to accept the Family Volunteer Award to shine a light on the 622 Education
Foundation and the impact the foundation has made lifting up and motivating students. According to Doug:
“Everyone has a gift to share, and by volunteering, a person gains a sense of purpose. Whatever you put in, you will get
multifold in return.” For the Huntleys, volunteering as a family increases the joy even more. They see how needs are
met and connections are made, creating a stronger community.
Congratulations to the Huntley Family for their profound and lasting impact made through their impactful volunteer
eﬀorts!

2022 Community Involvement Awards
Outstanding Legacy Award
Jennifer Shanedling
Jennifer Shanedling led a life devoted to sharing unconditional love, time,
food, and resources with anyone who needed help. According to other
members at the church she attended, Jennifer was a shy, quiet introvert
when they first met her. The training she received under Bethany
Covenant’s Pastor, Dan Trygg, became her guide, inspiring her into a life
of service, as she earned a ministerial license.
One of Jennifer’s passions was the Linden Golden Care Living Center
where her friend Pam Wells said Jennifer had a strong love and
commitment to the residents. Because of Jennifer’s minister’s license, she
was allowed limited visits with residents during COVID restrictions. As a
volunteer there, she was always arranging movie nights complete with
buttered popcorn, organizing bingo with prizes, bringing in volunteers to
help bake pies, and many other fun activities.
Jennifer initiated cleanup of the backyard and patio area and refurbished the space with loads of perennials, shrubs,
and decorations. Plants and money were donated for this due to Jen’s hard work raising the funds and supplies. With
the help of volunteers, and the input of master gardener Karen DiLorenzo, all of whom Jen had recruited, the backyard
garden was transformed into a beautiful, relaxing space where the residents could sun themselves and enjoy nature. It
was great to watch the residents outside visiting with the volunteers while they dug and planted, reminiscing, and
offering tips on gardening. They really enjoyed the process!
At Christmas, Jennifer found out what each resident wanted and sought donations so that everyone would get a gift
after dressing as Santa Claus and personally delivering each one. She was also a great cook and used her skills to cook
meals for kids who met for Young Life, the TreeHouse Youth of Mahtomedi, or anyone who needed a great homecooked meal.
According to her friend Shannon Killen, “Jennifer was able to find the good in people and was tireless when it came to
helping struggling individuals start over. She always had a listening ear, a helping hand, and a heart of gold. She
worked to connect people with social services, provided rides, found jobs, got meals, and gently and lovingly helped
them navigate meaningful and purposeful relationships in the community. She was guided by her faith and
commitment to service. No challenge was too great and no task too diﬃcult.”
Her friend Karen DiLorenzo shared, “Jennifer was compassionate. She jumped into action and was great at inviting
others to join her. She was a force and her care and her enthusiasm was contagious.”
Reflecting on Jennifer’s life and contributions, friend Karla Lian, sums up: “There’s a big empty space that no one else
can ever fill. She was one of a kind.” We honor Jennifer Shanedling’s legacy and celebrate a life well lived.

