
 

2020 Holiday Hope Report 

This year, Community Thread celebrated  

50 years of Holiday Hope.  

Since 1970, we have connected people in need to 

those who are willing to provide support during the 

holidays. Low income families, older adults and 

adults with disabilities are matched with sponsors  

who purchase gifts and a holiday meal.  

Throughout our history this program has served 

thousands of families in the Stillwater Area School 

District. In 2020, we expanded this program by 

partnering with Christian Cupboard Emergency 

Food Shelf to register families in Woodbury, Oakdale 

and Landfall too. 

When we decided to expand the program, we 

anticipated serving double the number of 

households - and we did!  

Thanks to generous support from our community 

partners, sponsors, volunteers and donors, we were 

able to support a record number of people this 

holiday season. 

Recipients 

734 Total Households  

2,369 Total Individuals 

1,470 Total Children 

505 Families 

188 Seniors and  

Adults with Disabilities 
 

62% of participants were  

new to the program this year. 

93% increase in number of people served. 

Community Sponsors 

210 Community Sponsors 

27% increase in the number of sponsors. 

73% of Holiday Hope recipients were  

sponsored by the community. 

Volunteers 

78 Volunteers 

376 Volunteer Hours 

To ensure the safety of our volunteers and program 

recipients, registration was offered online and  

car-side, with a limited number of  

in-person appointments.  

 

Volunteers also assembled gift packets that  

program recipients picked up curbside. 

“M y family appreciated the 

opportunity to give back 

this holiday season. We were glad 

to know recipient names so we 

could draw and write cards to the 

family with wishes for the holiday 

season. The human connection is 

so necessary and knowing the 

names was gratifying.” 
 

- Holiday Hope Sponsor 

“I  am so grateful to the sponsors who made it 

possible for me to get the gifts my children 

wanted and make a healthy Christmas feast. The 

card from Santa mailed to my 5-year-old was 

magical to say the least! She has read it to me every 

night. Thank you for making our holiday so special. 
 

- Holiday Hope Recipient 



 

Community Involvement 

Thank You to our Holiday Hope Program Sponsors  

Afton Bayport Lakeland Lions - Andersen Corporation - Andersen Windows & Doors 

Cates Fine Homes - CCF Bank - Comfort Keepers - CorTrust Bank - Eckberg Lammers, PC  

Galowitz Olson, PLLC - Lake Elmo Bank - MidWestOne Bank - Sharon King 

Stillwater Sunrise Rotary - Trinity Lutheran Church - Woodbury Lions 

Special thanks to our community partners for all you did to assist with registration! 

Canvas Health - Christian Cupboard Emergency Food Shelf 

FamilyMeans - Valley Outreach 

Community Partners 

Live Christmas Trees were provided by 

Stillwater Elk’s Lodge No. 179  

and Krueger’s Tree Farm. 

 

Washington County Sheriff’s deputies and 

members of the Woodbury Police Dept. 

delivered gifts to those unable to  

pick them up. 

Douglas Voegeli 

Gift Card Collection 

138 business & community members 

collected gift cards 

$48,930 in gift cards received 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, program 

recipients were allowed to register for gift 

cards only. Recipients used these gift cards to 

purchase essential items, gifts and groceries. 

“R eceiving gift cards gave me the 

opportunity to buy gifts for my 

children and the flexibility to get what  

I needed most. Thank you!” 
 

- Holiday Hope Recipient 


