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2020 Community Involvement Awards  

 

Outstanding Youth Volunteer Award 

Dylan Stormoen 

Dylan Stormoen is a busy Stillwater High 
School senior who works a part-time job 
and teaches yoga at Studio One Yoga. 
One of her most rewarding activities is 
her work with Young Life in Stillwater.  
 
Dylan joined Young Life as a participant 
in 7th grade and remains active as a  
volunteer today. She started volunteering 
at the annual Young Life Golf Tournament 
Fund Raiser and moved on to different 
leadership roles. Because of her personal 
experiences as a camper, she chose to 
volunteer on the fall camp crew at  
Castaway Camp and later served on the 
camp crew at Camp Michindoh in  
Michigan.  
 
 
Last year Dylan became a leader for Wyld Life, the middle school branch of Young Life, 
where she meets with middle schoolers every other Monday. “I have had the pleasure of 
seeing Dylan make profound contributions both in and out of the classroom,” shared 
Young Life leader, John Potts. “I can say with confidence that Dylan is one of the most 
caring and driven students I’ve ever worked with.” 
 
Dylan’s favorite experience so far is setting up the camp store for campers at the YL Camp 
in Geneva, Wisconsin. She loved organizing and preparing the store for campers while  
supervising a sales team of volunteers. Her experiences have allowed her to become 
close to Young Life staffers and give back to the organization that has given so much to 
her. 
 

 

 
Being 

that provides them with skills and
connections to help them be successful in the community at large. 
 
Dylan recognizes, “Volunteering is huge for me. I’m excited to see where I can take it in col-
lege.” According to John Potts, “Dylan is a talented, intelligent student with charisma, confi-
dence, strong values, and a respect for others that will make a massive difference the 
world around her.”   
 
We celebrate and congratulate Dylan Stormoen and wish her great success as she heads 
off to college. The world will continue to be a better place as she explores new ways to 
serve the community that surrounds her.  
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Outstanding Volunteer Award  

Jodi Ritacca 

Identified as a community leader,  
communicator, and media specialist by her 
peers, Jodi Ritacca generously volunteers 
sharing her many talents and skills to benefit 
no less than five community and service  
organizations.  
  

Jodi can be found chairing Woodbury Thrives, 
serving on the Board of Directors and as  
Communication Chair for the League of 
Women Voters in Woodbury and Cottage 
Grove, producing programs at the Suburban 
Community Channel, serving as a member 
and former president of the Upper Midwest 
Emmy Chapter Board of Governors, and soon 
to be chairing the Woodbury Community 
Foundation Board of Directors. 

 

 
A degree in broadcasting and journalism from the University of Colorado catapulted Jodi
down a television broadcasting career path that opened doors to many volunteer  
opportunities. Because of her experiences in television, she lends her expertise to Suburban 
Community Channel where she is in her fifteenth year producing and directing “Inside 
Health Care,” a weekly television program that airs on 14 different cable stations.  
 
Since 2000 Jodi has worked with nonprofits, including the St. Paul Fire Foundation and 
Woodbury Thrive, producing videos raising public awareness and raising thousands of  
dollars in support of the organizations and their programs. For the past five years she has 
also been instrumental in promoting the annual Woodbury Chef Fest, one of the  
community’s most significant fund raisers.  
 
Jodi is about make the move from vice-chair to chairperson of the Woodbury  
Community Foundation (WCF) Board of Directors, an organization that raises grant money 
to fund business and community partnerships and programs. According to WCF Board 
Member Dick Hanson, “Jodi has brought the necessary skills, experience, and dedication 
to make a real difference long term.”   
 
As President of the National Academy of Arts and Sciences/Upper Midwest Chapter, Jodi 
dedicates time supporting the student awards and classroom grants program. She is  
especially proud to have created the Ulysses Carlini Scholarship in honor and memory of 
her father. She enjoys giving freely of her time speaking to student groups encouraging 
them to “make decisions and follow those dreams.” Jodi expressed, “I feel so blessed to 
be able to give back to my community that I love. I enjoy giving and making a difference. 
It fills me up!” 
 
For Jodi, volunteering is about giving back. It is her strong belief that volunteerism pro-
motes a healthy, thriving community where every person and every organization benefits. 
We commend Jodi for her dedication to volunteerism and all she does to help promote a  
thriving, healthy community.  
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Outstanding Volunteer Award  

Sue Gillman 

Until 2006 Sue Gillman’s world revolved 
around high technology. Her time was spent
optimizing operations and supply chains 
around the world.  Volunteering was never on 
her radar until one day she realized she had 
extra time and needed something to fill the 
gap. As Sue says, “I didn’t know about  
volunteering until I did.”  

 

After sending out two letters of inquiry she 
decided to use her skills and give back at the 
Christian Cupboard Emergency Food Shelf 
(CCEF).  She was told to “come at 8:30 and
wear short sleeves.” On her first day she 
served 125 families, unloaded a truck and
immediately fell deeply in love with  
volunteering.  

 
Since that first day Sue has been a regular volunteer using her skills to change a
backbreaking, dangerous situation into a streamlined operation with expanded and  
efficient services.  

 
According to Executive Director, Jessica Francis, “Sue coordinates our food order with two 
nonprofit food bank partners, directs volunteers in how to best allocate the pallets of food 
we receive for our Produce Fairs, and manages “bonus” offerings at the food shelf to help 
us maintain our inventory.” Her work has led to a 40% growth increase in the past year. She 
is also a “clutch volunteer” when customer service help is needed. “Sue is truly at the brain 
and the heart of our organization,” Jessica Francis acknowledges. 
 
Sue is also a volunteer extraordinaire with the Foundation For Essential Needs (FFEN), an  
organization that supports sustainability and effectiveness in Minnesota food shelf  
organizations. In this position Sue travels over 2,000 miles a year to 300 food shelves in  
Minnesota, North Dakota, and Wisconsin.  According to Executive Director Kate M.
Burggraff, “Sue’s background in operations and supply chains, as well as her experience 
sourcing food for her local food shelf, make her an invaluable resource to small food
shelves.” 
 
Since her foray into the world of volunteerism Sue realizes how important service to the
community is in terms of building a base network of support where neighbors help  
neighbors. Sue believes that “communities who do that find their way through hardship
and, in turn, strengthen the community.” All a volunteer needs to do is “look into the eyes
of the clients to know you’ve made a difference.”   
 
Today Sue says about 95% of her day is dedicated to volunteering and it is  
definitely the best part. We commend Sue for her work with food shelves locally and 
statewide and appreciate her efforts to serve and nurture clients efficiently while providing 
a variety of healthy food in a safe environment.  
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Outstanding Group Volunteer Award 

Forest Lake Good Samaritans  

One morning on a run through a storm  
devastated neighborhood in Forest Lake it 
occurred to Mike Kaiser, an investment 
banker, that it would be a nice gesture to 
surprise neighbors by offering to help clean 
up storm damage - a random act of
kindness.  
 
Encouraged by his wife, Mike posted a  
request for help on Nextdoor.com and got 
37 responses the first day. By the end of the 
week there were 100 volunteers ready to 
help.  
 
 
Today the Forest Lake Area Good Samaritans is an official 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
with a 9-person board of directors. Together, they support over 500 volunteers who  
routinely perform random acts of kindness and encourage others to do the same. 

 
Mike’s original goal was to make the world a better place through random acts of  
kindness. His organization has made that possible and continues to look for ways to help 
individuals and families who need it.  
 

 
The biggest challenge is finding projects, as it is often difficult for 
people to ask for help. Mike and his board are eager to get the 
word out. Each year they participate in the Forest Lake Winter 
Plunge, raising funds that allow them to help neighbors with 
things like supplies, clean up and financial assistance after a fire. 
By providing bodies, time and resources like tools, trucks, and 
trailers they have been able to help with numerous projects.  
 
Mike shares, “It isn’t that daunting. It doesn’t cost money or take 
that much time.”  
 
In fact, most of their work happens in 4 hours or less on a Satur-
day morning.  
 

 
Mike also promotes his pay it forward concept to Rotary clubs, the Lions, and other service
organizations. He is currently in the process of writing a book and creating a pay it forward 
video. Thanks to his efforts, there is now a Good Samaritans branch in Anoka County and 
another is coming soon to the Maple Grove area.  

 
Mike has been impressed with the number of “cool people” in their town and the  
tremendous ripple effect of their efforts. Through their acts of kindness, the community  
benefits as people get to know each other and become empathetic to each other’s 
needs. We celebrate and congratulate the Forest Lake Good Samaritans for all they do 
to build and support a caring community.  
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Lifetime Volunteer Award 

John Rheinberger    

John Rheinberger moved to mid-town  
Stillwater when he was in first grade. Even at 
that early age he was aware of the friendly 
north and south hill rivalries so living in “neutral
territory” gave him access to friends all over 
town.  His mother often encouraged him to
reach out to neighbors who needed help, but 
also reminded him he was not to accept any
form of payment. It was this encouragement 
that, as John puts it, sent him “beyond the
gate and into life.”  

 

 

John began to watch people and what they did, and he began to learn how to do new 
things. He also learned that people appreciated help even with little jobs like picking up 
sticks. He was encouraged to do more as he witnessed the positive change his efforts 
made. Those days as a youngster helping neighbors were the beginnings of a lifetime of
volunteering in the community and beyond. 

 
Over the decades, John has engaged in a number of diverse volunteer 
opportunities. He has served on committees and commissions in both the 
City of Stillwater and Washington County. He served on the Stillwater  
Area Public Schools Technology Advisory and the American Dental 
Board’s periodontal review committee. He chaired both the Minnesota 
Health Professionals Services Program and the Washington County  
Community Services Committee. He also served as president of the  
Washington County Bar Association where he helped coordinate  
continuing education programs for attorney’s living in Washington County.  

 
Volunteering has been an adventure that has meaning for both John and the recipients of
his work. He “strongly encourages people to take the step.” The benefits of meeting new, 
interesting people, forming lasting friendships, learning new skills, making things from  
nothing, and having fun doing it is worth the effort. He calls it his “psychic reward,” one 
that gives each day meaning and lasts a lifetime. 

 
Because of John our community has been the recipient of many tangible improvements. 
Whether serving on a board, dressing up as T-Rex for AARP, helping the
Stillwater Chamber of Commerce with the Rivertown Art  
Festival, or greeting people at the Christmas at the Courthouse Gala, 
John always seeks ways to lend a hand and make a difference.  
He knows it makes the community stronger by connecting people and, in 
turn, advances positive growth in society as a whole. 
 
John does not see himself as a “volunteer” but rather “another available
person that can fill in and help you real quick.” The people of Washington
County are proud to recognize John as a dedicated volunteer who his 
devoted to sharing his skills and talents to serve and enrich our community.  


