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2018 Community Involvement Awards  

 

Sydney Nelson; Outstanding Youth Volunteer Award 

Sydney Nelson is an active junior at Stillwater Area High School where she 
plays her violin in the Concert Orchestra and the select Con Amici Chamber 
Orchestra. She also plays the piano, loves to read, draw (her zentangle is on 
display in the Stillwater Public Library) and write. She even finds time to work 
part-time! However, her greatest passion is volunteering at the Stillwater 
Public Library.  
 
Susan Danielson, the Volunteer Coordinator at the Stillwater and Bayport 
libraries, reports that, “For the last 4 years, Sydney has steadfastly served the 
library and her community as a teen volunteer showing sincere dedication 
and enthusiasm, and she has been an excellent role model for the younger 
library volunteers.” 
 
Sydney’s introduction to volunteering was the result of a gardening project 
when she attended summer Adventure Club as a 5th and 6th grader. She 
helped plan, plant and harvest a community garden and ultimately helped 
deliver fresh produce to Valley Outreach. She became committed to  
volunteering in junior high when she joined the National Junior Honor  
Society, an organization that requires its members to volunteer and alerts 
the students to the many service opportunities available in the community. 
As a result, Sydney dedicates volunteer time not only at the Stillwater Library, 
but also at Valley Outreach and at Lily Lake Elementary School. 
 

Sydney’s volunteer roles at the library include teaching classes, designing new and intriguing events for children, 
helping at the Friends of the Library book sale, serving on the Teen Advisory Board (TAB) and shelving books. She 
especially enjoys working with younger children teaching a STEM class where children work on learning and  
discovery through different science projects. As a vital member of the Teen Advisory Board, Sydney is able to 
offer opinions and suggest ideas for the teen area, book collections and programming. According to Youth  
Services Supervisor Angie Petrie, “Sydney attends meetings regularly and is always respectful, engaged, confident 
and eager to help.” Because of her longtime volunteer experience and patronage of the library Sydney’s ideas, 
opinions and feedback are greatly valued. 
 

Sydney values volunteerism and encourages others to  do it even though it might feel weird to start in a new 
place. Taking time to listen and interact with people brings awareness and helps people develop connections. 
She finds volunteering brings people together by making them feel welcomed, connected and understood. 
Sydney Nelson’s dedication to volunteerism is making a 
noticeable difference in the community. As Susan  
Danielson explains, “Volunteers, and Sydney’s  
volunteerism specifically, benefit our library by allowing 
more children to participate in programming due to extra 
hands, freeing staff to focus on other responsibilities, and 
representing the library positively to our community.” She 
is an excellent example of how one young person can  
impact the lives of many by stepping up and making a  
commitment to share time and talent to support her  
community. 
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Claudia Swendseid; Female Outstanding Volunteer Award 

Like many adult volunteers Claudia Swendseid grew up in a family where 
volunteering was a way of life. The daughter of missionary parents,  
Claudia and her three sisters lived in Japan where the volunteer culture 
was very different from the United States. Lutheran missionaries  
alongside Japanese Christians successfully introduced a number of social 
services, including support for pregnant Japanese and their bi-racial  
children and developmental programs for disabled individuals in Japan.  
These became opportunities for Claudia’s family to volunteer. It was in 
this context that Claudia’s passion for advocating for people in society 
who do not have support and availability to resources was born.  
Volunteering became an extension of her faith and a way of life. 
 

From early days of volunteering in a reading program in Northeast Minneapolis as a Junior High School student, 
Claudia’s volunteer resume’ has expanded and diversified to include Trinity Lutheran Church where she has 
served on the Finance Committee/Stewardship Team, as an assisting minister, and as an adult education  
facilitator. She has also served as an advisor for the Ed-Ro Family Foundation, a mentor in the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis mentor program, an executive sponsor for the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis  
Employee Diversity Action Council, a mentor in the Concordia College Alumni Mentor Program, a mentor and 
committee volunteer at the Minnesota Women’s Economic Roundtable, and a Board member and Finance  
Committee chair at the Hospitality Center for Chinese. 
 

When Claudia was Senior Vice President for the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis and looking for an  
opportunity to serve on a local non-profit board of directors she found a place at Solid Ground. According to  
Executive Director Trisha Kaufmann, Claudia was just what they were looking for, a person with both business  
acumen and dedication to social justice. During her tenure at Solid Ground she served on the Marketing  
Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee, and the Executive Committee. After one year on the board she 
was elected Vice Chair and two years later was elected Board Chair. She retired from the board in 2016 after 
serving the maximum time allowed.  She continues to serve on the Community Engagement Committee and as a 
tutor in the K-8 tutoring program. She is often greeted by her kindergarten buddy by being tackled with a big hug 
for his favorite tutor! 
 

Claudia is an enthusiastic advocate for volunteerism and is grateful for the opportunity to promote volunteering. 
For new volunteers, she recommends focusing on something you are passionate about because it will be most 
rewarding, energizing and fun – you will stick with it. Volunteers provide skills and resources that help make the 
world a better place for people, animals, the environment and more. They also act as good role models for young 
people and other adults. But the best part, according to Claudia, is by serving 
directly you see positive change first-hand. Claudia is hopeful that, through the 
collective efforts of those committed to social justice, including the dedication of 
volunteers who provide services and advocate for those in need, she might see a 
day when “people who are impoverished by laws and social structures that  
unfairly imprison them are finally released to achieve their full potential.” 
 

Whether she is seated on a board, lobbying legislators to change policies to help 
eliminate poverty, marching in protest, or tutoring a child, Claudia Swendseid is 
dedicated to volunteering. Her dedication and scope of volunteerism with Solid 
Ground and throughout the community have helped and continue to help make the 
world a better place by walking alongside those who need support to build a better 
future for themselves and their families. As she says, “Who wouldn’t want to do 
that?” 
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Dr. Thomas Crist; Male Outstanding Volunteer Award 

Dr. Thomas Crist is a man who lives a life of purpose and believes how you 
use your talents is important. One of his favorite quotations is from a former 
pastor. “If you seek pleasure in life you won’t find purpose, but if you seek 
purpose you will find pleasure.” It is clear to see he follows this philosophy 
based on his service and accomplishments. 
 

After graduating from dental school and a 3 year stint in the military Dr. Crist 
and his wife moved to Woodbury where he practiced dentistry for 35 years 
retiring in 2013. During that time he traveled to the Ukraine 10 times  
volunteering in a local orphanage. At first he was reluctant to work with  
children, but he found it to be an extremely rewarding experience and one 
where he received a lot of love, happy smiles, and hugs from children who 
appreciated his gentle spirit and painless dentistry. The staff was grateful for 
his dedication and willingness to return year after year. He also volunteered 
for several years with Operation Grace, a mobile dental van, bringing free 
dental services to people in need.  
 

Now that he is retired Dr. Crist is a familiar face at the Hope Dental Clinic 
where he regularly volunteers his dental services to families and individuals in financial crisis. According to Hope 
Clinic’s Development Director, Timothy Mercure, “Dr. Crist is very popular with patients and staff from Hope  
Dental Clinic. His long-term commitment to our organization and his willingness to help wherever he is needed 
has made a huge difference to our organization.” Dr. Crist also teaches part time at the University of Minnesota 
Dental School, volunteers every month to serve meals at the Salvation Army, and shares his faith as an Elder at 
Woodbury Lutheran Church. 
 

Dr. Crist believes volunteerism brings many blessings to both the giver and receiver. He wants others to  
experience how enjoyable it is to give back. He believes going into it with an open mind, no pre-conceived notions 
and with flexibility are important to fully experience the variety of opportunities available to those willing to serve 
through volunteering. It is Dr. Crist’s experience that volunteering brings communities together by breaking down 
walls. As he says, “ Attitudes are changed because people understand each other and their situations.” Dr. Crist is 
dedicated to freely sharing his talents with love, making his patients feel cared for and respected as valued  
community members. 
 
Dr. Thomas Crist embodies the spirit of   
volunteerism and demonstrates his devotion to 
bringing respect and dignity to individuals and  
families who are struggling in the community. His 
example is a reminder of what an individual can  
accomplish by volunteering on a regular basis. The 
community is grateful for his contributions and  
celebrates his dedication to improving lives through 
volunteerism. 
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James “Nev” Crowther; Lifetime Volunteer Award 

For Pastor James “Nev” Crowther volunteering has 
been a way of life from the time he was a young man 
serving as a volunteer fireman in Ephrata,  
Pennsylvania. He also held a full-time job at the  
Penney’s Department Store in town where his  
schedule provided Wednesday off. Having that day 
off proved to be the stepping stone to a life changing 
opportunity. Along with Sunday, Wednesday was the 
only day the local Lutheran pastor was in town to do 
church business and pastoral visits. One day he  
invited Nev to join him and before long these weekly 
visits became a regular part of Nev’s volunteer  
routine. It was this same pastor who eventually  
encouraged Nev to leave Penney’s after 17 years and 
pursue a career as a pastor. At the age of 34 the 
Crowther family, wife Betty and 3 children, moved to 
Springfield, Illinois where Nev enrolled in the seminary. 
 
Nev Crowther’s pastoral internship brought him to Brooklyn Center, Minnesota where his love of Minnesota was 
cultivated. His first years as an ordained pastor were spent in northern Kansas with a later a move to Lincoln, 
Nebraska where he also volunteered as the chaplain for the police department. During those years Nev became 
a hard core Nebraska Huskers football fan, a passion he still claims today! Finally in 1980 Nev was called to  
Minnesota to develop a new congregation in Oakdale, the Lutheran Church of the Risen Christ. He remained the 
head pastor there until his retirement in 2000. It was during that time he was contacted by then Washington 
County Sheriff James Frank and Ramsey County Sheriff Bob Fletcher to develop a chaplaincy program in Ramsey 
and Washington counties. The non-profit North Suburban Chaplaincy was founded to serve both Washington 
and Ramsey Counties. Pastor Crowther started the Washington County Chaplain program in 1996 and continued 
volunteering until his retirement in 2018. He served Ramsey County for 25 years retiring from there in 2012. 
According to Commander Dexter of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, “Nev has the gift of making people 
comfortable and giving them the ability to begin to process what is happening.  He worked full time at his church 
while putting in countless volunteer hours for Ramsey and Washington counties. Nev is an outstanding role 
model, and IS a hero to many.” He also served on the Victims Intervention Program which serves families of 
homicide, suicide and accidental deaths. The Washington and Ramsey County Sheriff’s offices knew they could 
always count on Nev to respond anytime someone was in need. Over the years many families affected by tragic 
events were assisted and comforted by Pastor Crowther. 
 
Pastor James “Nev” Crowther is a man who believes “volunteering shows the community someone cares about 
them.” He also believes if a person wants to be a volunteer that person has to care about people and about 
their faith. His many years volunteering makes James “Nev” Crowther a fine example of a lifetime of dedication 
to serving the communities fortunate enough to benefit from his care and compassion. 
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Afton Bayport Lakeland Lions; Outstanding Group Volunteer Award 

In April 2015, with the leadership and guidance 
of Dennis Kelly and Kim McRunnel, the Afton 
Bayport Lakeland Lions Club (ABL) was  
chartered to support the communities along the 
St. Croix River from Afton to Bayport. This 
young group of 24 members has a strong desire 
to identify the needs of the communities they 
serve and match those needs with the abilities 
and strengths of their membership. As part of 
Lions Club International, the world’s largest  
service club with 1.4 million members in 210 
countries, ABL is one of 4,000 Lions Clubs 
around the world. 
 
Motivated by the motto “Where there’s a need 
there’s a Lion,” the ABL Lions Club has made a 
significant impact on their communities. Perhaps the most familiar effort is their eye glass collection, but they are 
also active at community events where they can be found staffing booths, serving food and helping with set up and 
clean up. The extensive list of organizations they serve includes the Bayport Fire Station Open House, the Veterans 
dinner, the Afton-Lakeland Elementary School Carnival, Dane’s Place Pig Roast, Afton Art in the Park, Bayport and 
Lakeland Night to Unite events, and Valley Outreach to name a few. At Community Thread they participate in  
Holiday Hope, Rake a Difference Day, Baubles, Bangles & Bling, and the Chore Services and Transportation program. 
They are also proud of their $500 scholarship that goes to a graduating SAHS senior each year. New in 2018, ABL Lions 
Club will host a Military Recognition Night for SAHS and GED students who plan to enter the military. Many members 
of the ABL Lions Club are also active in other local organizations. The members of this club truly embody the mission 
of the Lions Club to serve. 
 
Members of the ABL Lions Club are a loyal group of volunteers “who like to give back and be busy” according to club 
President Pete Kelzenberg. No matter the event at least 95% of the membership shows up to work.  They enjoy  
being part of something meaningful and knowing they make a difference. They believe their volunteerism gives the 
community a feeling of well-being and encourages others to become volunteers. In the words of founder Dennis 
Kelly it is a “touch the heart  
service.” 
 
The ABL Lions Club is group of women and men who have 
fun getting together while making a significant contribution 
to the communities they serve. They are grateful to long 
time Lion Dennis Kelly for his expertise in helping establish 
the club and making it a viable force of community  
volunteers. With his guidance and the dedication of their 
members, ABL Lions Club embodies the true spirit of  
volunteerism. In the words of President Pete Kelzenberger, 
“The Afton Bayport Lakeland Lions Club is here to serve the 
needs of the community. It’s the reason the Lions Club  
exists.” 

3 



2018 Community Involvement Awards  

 

Wells Fargo, Stillwater; Exemplary Employer Award 

Wells Fargo is a corporation that embraces  
volunteerism as one of its core values and actively  
encourages employees to volunteer within the  
communities where they do business. The Wells  
Fargo Branch in Stillwater has always taken great 
pride volunteering in the community. According to  
spokesperson Amy Schweitzer the employees see 
themselves as a team and “as a team we research to 
find local events to volunteer our time.” They are  
always looking for new and different ways to serve 
and welcome information about upcoming events and 
new opportunities to volunteer their services. 
 
For 37 years Wells Fargo has supported Community 
Thread and even helped update the Senior Center 
kitchen with all new commercial grade appliances. 
Impressed with the services provided by Community 
Thread, Wells Fargo headquarters reached out to Amy 
Schweitzer at the Stillwater Branch alerting her to  
volunteer opportunities that would be a good fit for 
her local Wells Fargo team. It was not long before the 
Wells Fargo Team was volunteering in full force. According to Sue Elmer, Older Adult Program Director at  
Community Thread, “They have assisted us during our annual events by serving meals, waiting on tables and 
providing help with the clean-up process, too. This group always brings a fun level of energy!” They are also  
active participants in other Community Thread events sponsoring a family for Holiday Hope, helping out on Rake 
a Difference Day and collecting school supplies. They enjoy sharing their time and talent knowing the  
community appreciates their dedication to serving the public. 
 
The Wells Fargo employees who volunteer on a regular basis find their efforts help them feel engaged in building 
a community with core values. Amy Schweitzer brought her 11 year old daughter to one event and felt good 
that she was able to model the importance of supporting the community. As part of the volunteer team, her 
daughter was able to see the positive impact that volunteering can have on the community, a key goal of the 
Wells Fargo team. They know that their success as a business is directly linked to the success of their customers 
and the communities they serve. Amy and her team of volunteers know that “volunteering allows us to build 
lifelong relationships with members of the community and helps strengthen the communities where we  
operate.” 
 
By including volunteerism as one of their core values, Wells Fargo is creating a cohesive team of employees who 
value giving back to the community. In turn, the community benefits from the significant and positive impact 
made each time these dedicated people share their time, talent and compassion to serve. The Stillwater area is 
grateful for the efforts of the Wells Fargo employees and their dedication to making the community a better 
place to live. 
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